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JAMES (Part 1) (James Chapter 1) 
 
~The book of James was written by James the half-brother of Jesus. 
 
~When you look at the major “themes” of the Book of James, and you consider 
that the book was written by the brother of Jesus, you can begin to understand the 
strength of the message. 
 
~This was INSIDER INFORMATION…James had watched the life of Christ UP 
CLOSE…and although he didn’t “believe” until after the Resurrection, he had seen 
the DIFFERENCE in the way Jesus lived…and it seemed that he stressed the 
differences between what he had seen “up close” in the life of Christ and how 
Jewish believers were living. 
 
~James eventually became the leader of the Jerusalem church and was instrumental 
in motivating the Jewish-background believers to prioritize sharing the gospel with 
Gentiles  
 
~James wrote this letter around AD 40-45. 
 
~James writes in order to encourage his readers to live consistently with what 
they have learned in Christ 
 
~He wants his readers to mature in their faith in Christ by LIVING what they 
say they BELIEVE. 
 
~He condemns various sins, including pride, hypocrisy, favoritism, and gossip.  
 
~He encourages believers to humbly live by Godly WISDOM, rather than worldly 
widom, and to pray in all situations. 
  
A.  (Vs. 1)  “James, a SERVANT of God…” 
 
(Servant)—(Greek—“Doulos”)—means SLAVE, one who gives himself up to 
another’s WILL. 
 
~This reveals the HEART POSTURE and MINDSET of the early Christian 
leadership in terms of their RELATIONSHIP with Christ…they had WILLFULLY 
become SLAVES to the WILL of God. 
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~This Greek word appears nearly 150 times in the NT alone. 
 
~The translators of Scripture didn’t really like the word “slave” because of the 
connotations that word brought.  
 
~At the time James wrote the book they estimate that one out of every four 
Romans were slaves. 
 
~They liked the word “servant” better than “slave”…they thought it was less 
offensive to the reader to be called a SERVANT rather than a SLAVE, but in 
doing so, they did a great injustice to the HEART POSTURE that Christ has called 
each of us to.  
 
~For some reason, instead of translating the word “doulos” into the word “slave,” 
they translated it “servant” and there is a massive difference between being a 
SLAVE and being a SERVANT.  
 
~A SERVANT works for their master and then they go home.  
 
~The master does not OWN a servant. They pay them for their work, but a slave 
has no PAY…and they have no RIGHTS.  
 
~This goes a long way in explaining the LACK of OBEDIENCE to real Bible 
Doctrine in the body of Christ. 
 
~If we don’t like it…we simply don’t OBEY…or, we take our ball and go home. 
 
~Or worse, we CHANGE the Gospel to fit the lifestyle’s that we want to live. 
 
~We want the LIFE that only Christ can give…but we want to keep our lives as 
well. 
 
(Ex. 21:1-6) READ 
 
~Love slaves EXAMPLE unquestioned OBEDIENCE…they have CHOSEN 
their BONDAGE…and they LIVE “exclusively” by the WORDS of their 
Master.  
 
B.  (Vs. 1)  “…to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.” 
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~James is not talking to EVERYONE…he is talking to SOMEONE. 
 
~In a world of INCLUSION…the Gospel is still EXCLUSIVE. 
 
~The Gospel is an “INCLUSIVE” INVITATION…but it is an EXCLUSIVE 
MESSAGE. 
 
(Matt. 12:30 NIV) Jesus said: “Anyone who isn’t with me opposes me, and 
anyone who isn’t working with me is actually working against me.” 
 
(Matt. 22:14) Jesus said: “For MANY are called, but FEW are chosen. 
 
(Matt. 7:14) Jesus said: “Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and FEW there be that find it.” 
 
(John 14:6)  “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No 
one comes to the Father except through me.’” 
 
(Acts 4:12)  “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
 
(John 3:36)  “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not 
obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” 
 
(1 Tim. 2:5)  “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus..” 
 
 
C.  (Vs. 2-4)  “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your Faith worketh patience.  
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing.” 
 
~Immediately James introduces one of the major themes of his 
book…Perseverance in the midst of TRIAL and TEMPTATION. 
 
1.)  James is dealing with a believer’s PERSPECTIVE. 
 
~”My brethren, COUNT IT ALL JOY when you fall into divers temptations…” 
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~I have found that the way we perceive what we are going through largely 
determines “HOW” we go through it. 
 
~It seems we have been “counting” the wrong thing! 
 
~We have “counted” the difficulty and the disappointment instead of counting it all 
JOY for the sake of Christ. 
 
~The Disciples and the Apostles saw it as a PRIVILEGE to suffer in ANY 
WAY for the cause of Christ. 
 
(Phil. 3:7-11) READ 
 
(1 Pet. 4:16)  “But if any man suffers as a Christian , let him NOT be ashamed; but 
let him glorify God on this behalf.” 
 
(1 Pet. 5:10)  “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen 
and establish you.” 
 
(Matt. 5:10-11)  Jesus said: “Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake.” 
 
~If we saw our temptations and trials in the same fashion as Jesus and the early 
Disciples…we would persevere in the same fashion! 
 
2.)  Perspective is developed by KNOWLEDGE. 
 
~James said “KNOWING THIS, that the trying of your Faith works patience.  But 
let Patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing.” 
 
~If you KNEW that what you were going through was WORKING FOR 
YOU…how would that change the way you perceived it???  How would it change 
the way you walked through it? 
 
~Why is it that we can only see God in the GOOD??? 
 



 5 

~Why is it that we can only see God as GOOD when our lives are 
BLESSED??? 
 
3.)  We don’t have JOY “because” of the TEMPTATION…we take JOY in 
what we KNOW, in spite of what we are going through. 
 
~Our JOY is in Christ alone and His finished work…and that we KNOW He 
“working ALL THINGS together for our GOOD!”  (Regardless of how painful the 
experience might be.) 
 
(Vs. 12-15)  James expounds on this thought: “Blessed is the man that endures 
temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him.  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempts he any man: 
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.” 
 
1.)  Blessing is always attached to perseverance.   
 
(Matt. 24:13)  Jesus said: “He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved.” 
 
2.)  God doesn’t “tempt” us. 
 
~God may ALLOW temptation; God may USE temptation to grow us; but God 
can’t SEND anything to your life that isn’t a part of His NATURE. 
 
3.)  Temptation is the result of our own LUST. 
 
~Which means that every temptation starts from WITHIN. 
 
 
D.  (Vs. 22)  “But be you DOERS of the Word, and not HEARERS only, 
deceiving your own selves.  For if any man be a hearer of the Word, and NOT 
a DOER, he is like a man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholds 
himself, and goes his way, and straightway forgets what manner of man he 
was.  But whoever looks into the perfect law of liberty, and continues therein, 
he being not a forgetful hearer, but a DOER of the work, this man shall be 
blessed in his deed.” 
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~This thought is a MAJOR theme in the book of James…DO WHAT YOU 
KNOW TO DO! 
 
(Doer)—(Greek—“Poietes”)—means: 1.) A Maker  2.) A Producer  3.) An 
Author. 
 
~We must remember that we become RESPONSIBLE for every TRUTH that we 
HEAR. 
 
~HEARING without DOING constitutes DISOBEDIENCE. 
 
~God’s Word gives us the ability to MAKE/PRODUCE/AUTHOR our lives 
according to the pattern of His Word. 
 
~Blessing comes as result, not of HEARING the Word…but of PERFORMING 
the Word in ACTION. 
 
~We are not made better because we KNOW to do GOOD…we are made better by 
the PERFORMING of what we KNOW to do. 
 
~OBEDIENCE is the FRUIT of real Discipleship. 
 
~When we fail to ORDER our lives around the Word of God…the Word cannot 
ORDER our lives. 
 
~God can ORDER as many “steps” as He wants for your life…but if you aren’t 
WALKING out the Word that you KNOW, you will never follow the PATH. 
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