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JAMES (Part 2) (James Chapter 2) 
 
~This chapter, as well as the entire book of James, is a letter from the Apostle 
James to the Church about practical Christian living.  
 
~I fear that all too often we SHOUT about things that we DO NOT LIVE. 
 
~God is less concerned about what we “say” we BELIEVE…and more 
concerned with HOW WE LIVE what we say we believe. 
 
~Not only does James deal with how to RESPOND to God, but also how to 
maintain a Christlike relationship with others. 
 
A.  James 2 continues the theme of MATURITY presented at the beginning of 
the book.  
 
~When James opens his letter, he challenges his readers to view trials as 
“opportunities” to grow rather than obstacles to lament.  
 
~He asserts that every trial we overcome helps us MATURE as Christians…and 
learning to endure them makes our faith and relationship with our Savior all the 
stronger.  
 
~This MATURITY leads us to put our Faith into ACTION…and James says we 
are blessed when we look into the perfect law of liberty and then DO what we find 
there. 
 
B.  James points out that one way we put our Faith into ACTION is by letting 
go of our prejudices.  
 
~According to James: When we put our faith into ACTION, we will lose all 
prejudice and learn to treat others with grace and fairness regardless of any 
worldly differences that might otherwise separate us. 
 
~This is a THEME that is scattered through the teachings of the New Testament. 
 
~Most translations read “favoritism” in (Vs. 1), but what James describes really 
comes down to prejudice.  
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~In this chapter, James uses “economic status” as the BASIS for prejudice, but we 
could replace this with any form of discrimination, and it would work just as well. 
 
(Prejudice)—is defined as “an unfair feeling of dislike for a person or group 
because of race, sex, religion, economic status, etc.” 
 
(Vs. 9)  “But if you have respect to persons, you commit SIN, and are 
convinced of the law as transgressors.” 
  
~This is not a matter of OPINION…It is not a matter of POLITICS…or cultural 
preference…James calls it “SIN.” 
 
~Sin comes with CONSEQUENCES. 
 
(Rom. 6:23) “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 
(Prov. 21:13 NIV) “Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor will also cry 
out and not be answered.” 
 
(Matt. 7:1-2 NIV) “Do not judge, so that you won’t be judged.  For you will be 
judged by the same standard with which you judge others, and you will be 
measured by the same measure you use.” 
 
C.  The CURE for favoritism is found in (Vs. 8) “Thou shalt LOVE your 
neighbor as yourself.” 
 
~The journey that every believer must take is LEARNING to HONOR the 
Lord through LOVING one another well. 
 
(Mark 12:30-31) “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment.  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.  There is none other commandment greater than these.”   
 
(Matt. 22:37-40) “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great 
commandment.  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
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(Gal. 5:14)  “For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  
 
(Heb. 13:1-2 NIV)  “Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not 
forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown 
hospitality to angels without knowing it.”  
 
(John 13:34 NIV)  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another.  
 
(1 Cor. 10:24 NIV) “No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.”  
 
(Phil. 2:3 NIV)  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, 
in humility value others above yourselves.”  
 
D.  (James 2:14-18) READ 
 
~Here James is explaining what constitutes REAL SAVING FAITH. 
 
(Heb. 11:6)  “Without faith it is impossible to please God…” 
 
~We understand that FAITH is necessary to please God…the question is “What 
constitutes Faith?” 
 
~Faith is more than a MENTAL consent to TRUTH. 
 
(Vs. 19)  “You believe that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also 
believe, and tremble.” 
 
~He basically says that a “Faith” lacking such works looks more like the “faith” of 
demons. 
 
~Demons know more about God than any of us—even to the point of trembling, 
but they never please God. 
 
~The contents of this verse reveal that BELIEF alone does NOT constitute 
FAITH. 
 
~James was seeking to bring insight to the mis-represented teachings of Paul which 
focused on Saving Faith in Christ alone. 
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~James’ teaching simply took that truth to its obvious conclusion: SAVING 
FAITH always “proves” itself with WORKS. 
 
(Vs. 19) “Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my 
faith BY my works.” 
 
~A true reliance upon Jesus in the heart, will always “demonstrate” itself by 
GOOD WORKS.  
 
~And when you hear “works,” don’t start thinking about the “things you’re trying 
to do to earn God’s favor.”  
 
~WORKS “alone” cannot SAVE you…but if you are truly saved, it will be 
confirmed by your good works. 
 
~It is unthinkable to James that any true and saving faith would LACK good 
works.  
 
~Saving faith will be observable to others in the same way that we can tell 
whether a tree is good or bad by looking at its fruit 
 
(Matt. 12:33) “Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree 
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.” 
 
~Faith and works are not equal; but they’re inseparable. 
 
~James knows of no saving faith that is alone with respect to works…Faith 
inevitably works!  
 
E.  (Vs. 23) “And the Scripture was fulfilled which say’s, ‘Abraham 
BELIEVED God, and it is IMPUTED unto him for Righteousness’: and he 
was called the ‘FRIEND of God.”’ 
 
1.) God imputes his righteousness to us by faith apart from works. 
 
(Impute)—means “to lay the responsibility or blame for something on someone 
often falsely or unjustly” 
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~ James is quoting from (Gen. 15:6) “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness.” 
 
~He didn’t WORK for this righteousness…but by simply trusting in God and his 
promises, God counted to Abraham a righteousness that wasn’t inherently his.  
 
~God gave His own righteousness to Abraham by Faith alone.  
 
~Faith unites us to Christ’s righteousness, and based on Christ’s righteousness, 
God declares us NOT GUILTY. 
 
2.)  James is saying that: Justifying faith is presupposed. 
 
~In (Vs. 22), James says that faith was active ALONG with Abraham’s 
works…Faith was standing in and behind the works all along the way.  
 
~It’s not a matter of faith AND works, but Faith PRODUCING works. 
 
(Heb. 11:17-19 ESV) “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 
and he who had received the promises was in the ACT of offering up his only 
son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He 
considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead…” 
 
~Abraham’s faith had already linked him with God’s promises even before he 
offered up Isaac.  
 
~It was Abraham’s Faith that God was able to raise Isaac from the dead that led 
him to ACT the way he did in radical obedience to God’s word. 
 
3.) Christ’s imputed righteousness has an inevitable external embodiment. 
 
~IMPORTANT: Works do not increase the righteousness that we’ve already 
received by Faith alone—that’s Catholic theology and it undermines the Gospel.  
 
~Nothing needs to be ADDED to Jesus’ perfect righteousness…Rather, the 
works “manifest” the liberating power of Jesus’ perfect righteousness! 
 
~How’s it even possible that someone be united to Jesus and his righteousness and 
not ACT righteously? 
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~Faith UNITES us with Jesus and his perfect righteousness…and that 
righteousness frees us and transforms us and converts us into a people who 
want to DO righteousness. 
 
4.) WORKS simply manifest the presence of justifying FAITH. 
 
~What James is driving at is this: One is the PUBLIC manifestation of the other.  
 
~Good works are the “inevitable EXTERNAL badge of INTERNAL justifying 
Faith.” 
 
~This is why theologians like Jonathan Edwards and others would make a 
distinction between DECLARED justification and MANIFESTED justification.  
 
~DECLARED JUSTIFICATION is when God declares a sinner righteous in 
the moment he trusts in Jesus.  
 
~That’s how somebody enters into a relationship with God.  
 
~MANIFESTED JUSTIFICATION speaks to God giving PROOF that a 
person is righteous by their works…their works become the necessary 
evidence of internal, justification by faith. 
 
5.) Friendship with God is the goal of justifying faith. 
 
(Vs. 23) “…and he was called a FRIEND of God.” 
 
(James 4:4) “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with God?  Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God.” 
 
~Being a FRIEND OF GOD means that you’re no longer part of the world’s system 
of evil and rebellion against God.  
 
~Something fundamental about you has changed…and this is the goal of faith!  
 
~The goal of faith isn’t just forgiveness and a get-out-of-hell-free card; the goal is 
to be God’s friend.  
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~We were made to walk with our Maker and live as he created us to live…and we 
can’t do that when trapped in our sins.  
 
~But by trusting in Jesus—whose death liberates us and whose righteousness 
transforms us—we can now live as we were once created to live, as God’s friend, 
loving his presence, following his words, and doing his will.  
 
~Good works are the inevitable outworking of our friendship with God. 
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